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powerful an impression upon them that it has
affected their whole attitude of mind.

Time, travel, association, engrossing work, and
economic prosperity have weakened many of these
prejudices and antipathies, however, and the South-
erner is becoming free. There are individuals who
will always be bound by the past; there are some
men, and more women, who are yet "unrecon-
structed"; there are neighborhoods and villages
where men and women yet live in the past and
absolutely refuse to attempt to adjust themselves
cheerfully to changed and changing conditions.
This is not true of the Southern people as a whole.
In fact there is danger that the younger generation
will think too little of the past. Much of the Old
South is worthy of preservation, and it is never safe
for a country or a section to break too abruptly
with its older life.

Economically the South has prospered in pro-
portion as the new spirit has ruled. The question
of secession is dead, and the man who refuses today
to treat it as past history but grows excited in dis-
cussing it is not likely to be successful in his busi-
ness or profession. The men of the New South
spend little time in discussing the relative wisdom
of Jefferson Davis and Robert Toombs or the